
STUDY NOTES FROM KAREN HOERDEL'S 
IMPOSSIBLE ODDS TEACHING SERIES 

 
 
Impossible Odds 
 
 
I Samuel 17 - young David 
 
II Kings 6:8-23 - Elisha 
 
I Chronicles 14:8-17 - older David 
 
II Chronicles 20:1-30 - Jehoshaphat 
 
The battle is the Lord's but we must: 
 
BELIEVE 
 
OBEY 
 
FACE THE ENEMY; STAND 
 
Leviticus 26:3, 6-8 
 
John 6:28-29 
 
Ephesians 6:10-18 
 
Hebrews 11:16 
 
James 2:17 
 
Some Obstacles That Test Our Faith 
1. Lack of sympathy from the church: Matthew 15:23; Mark 10:13 
2. Discouraging circumstances: Luke 5:18-19 
3. Unbelieving friends : Mark 5:35 
4. Scoffers: John 9:24 
5. Divine delays - not a hindrance, but a test: John 11:3-6 
 
Hupomone (Greek: Perseverance, Patience, Endurance, Longsuffering) 
 
It is not the patience which can sit down and bow its head and let things descend upon it 
and passively endure until the storm is past.  
 
It is the spirit which can bear things, not simply with resignation, but with blazing hope. 
 
 
It is not the spirit sits statically enduring in one place, but the spirit which bears things 
because it knows that these things are leading to a goal of glory. 



 
It is the quality which can change the hardest trial into glory because beyond the pain it 
sees the goal. 
 
Accepting God's will, not with dumb resignation, but with holy joy; not only with the 
absence of a murmur, but with a song of praise. 
 
The God of patience is the God who imparts patience to His children. (Galatians 5:22) 
 
My Purpose In Life 
 
God created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed some work to me 
which He has not committed to another. I have my mission-I may never know it in this 
life, but I shall be told it in the next. 
 
I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons. He has not created me for 
naught. I shall do good. I shall do His work. I shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of 
truth in my own place while not intending it-if I do but keep His commandments. 
 
Whatever, wherever I am, I can never be thrown away. If I am in sickness, my sickness 
may serve Him; in perplexity, my perplexity may serve Him; if I am in sorrow, my sorrow 
may serve Him. He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is about. He may take away 
my friends; He may throw me among strangers; he may make me feel desolate; make 
my spirits sink, hid my future from me-still He knows what He is about. Therefore I will 
trust Him. 
 
Don't Give Up! 
 
Hupomone (Greek: Perseverance, Patience, Endurance, Longsuffering) 
 
"Realizing my present struggles are necessary for future achievement." Bill Gothard. 
 
Not: Nothing to do with being passive 
Not: Nothing to do with "hang in there, baby" 
Not: Nothing to do with stubbornness of spirit 
 
BUT IS: Remaining steadfast, constant, unwavering, actively standing strong, with hope. 
 
God is not content to leave us in infancy. He wants to move us on to maturity. 
 
If you can stand the pull, God will pull you through. 
 
God is more interested in our closeness with Him and in our character than in our 
comfort. 
 
Endure! 
 
"Instant" culture - we don't want to wait 
 
Diamond - from coal under pressure 
Pearl - irritation over long time 



Butterfly - from caterpillar (struggle) 
Gold - purified under heat (tried=tested) 
 
Patience is a fruit of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The God of patience imparts patience to His children. 
 
Cultivation of character, maturity and perseverance comes through trials. 
 
 
ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE WITH GOD 
 
Matthew 19:26 
Matthew 21: 21-22 
Mark 9:23-24 
Luke 18:27 
I Corinthians 1:27-31 
 
Gideon:  
Judges Chapters 6-8 
 
The Angel of the Lord encourages Gideon. 
 
Gideon brings food for the Angel which is converted into a burnt offering. 
 
Baal's altar thrown down. (Judges 6:24-27) 
 
New altar built and bullock sacrificed as offering to God. 
 
The wet fleece proves the presence and help of God. (Judges 6:36-40) 
 
Gideon was tested by God and in and by faith, Gideon believed God and trusted His 
leading; this led to victorious circumstances in victory over the Midianites! (Judges 8:4) 
 
16 Jehovah Titles: 
 
Jehovah-Elohim - The first occurrence of this title in hundreds of times used. It means 
the self-existent or Eternal Creator; the Elohim in covenant relationship with His people. 
Jehovah really means the Eternal, the Immutable One, He who WAS, and IS, and IS TO 
COME. (Genesis 2:4; 21:33; Exodus 3:13-14; 6:3; Psalm 83:18; Isaiah 12:2; 26:4) The 
name Jehovah is combined with other words which form what we know as the Jehovah 
titles. 
 
1. Jehovah-Elohim - the Eternal Creator (Genesis 2:2-25) 
2. Adonai-Jehovah - the Lord our Sovereign: Master Jehovah (Genesis 15:2, 8) 
3. Jehovah-Jireh - the Lord will see or provide (Genesis 22:8-14) 
4. Jehovah-Nissi - the Lord our banner (Exodus 17:15) 
5. Jehovah-Ropheka - the lord our healer (Exodus 15:26) 
6. Jehovah-Shalom - the Lord our peace (Judges 6:24) 
7. Jehovah-Tsidkeenu - the Lord our righteousness (Jeremiah 23:6; 33:16) 



8. Jehovah-Mekaddishkem - the Lord our sanctifier (Exodus 31:13; Leviticus 20:8; 21:8; 
22:9, 16, 32; Ezekiel 20:12) 
9. Jehovah-Saboath - the Lord of hosts (I Samuel 1:3; etc., 281 times) 
10. Jehovah-Shammah - the Lord is present (Ezekiel 48:35) 
11. Jehovah-Elyon - the Lord most high (Psalm 7:17; 47:2; 97:9) 
12. Jehovah-Rophi - the Lord my Shepherd (Psalm 23:1) 
13. Jehovah-Hoseenu - the Lord our Maker (Psalm 95:6) 
14. Jehovah-Eloheenu - the Lord our God (Psalm 99:5, 8, 9) 
15. Jehovah-Eloheka - the Lord thy God (Exodus 20:2, 5, 7) 
16. Jehovah-Elohay - the Lord my God (Zechariah 14:5) 
 
 
BALAAM 
 
Hebrew name is Gil'am = devourer, not of the people, foreigner 
 
Numbers 22-25:9 
Note Numbers 23:10 cp. Genesis 13:16; 28:14 
Numbers 31:8,16; Joshua 13:22; 24:9-10 - ended his life allied with Midian fighting Israel 
Nehemiah 13:2 
Micah 6:5 
II Peter 2:13-22 - the way of Balaam (verse 15): 
 
Love of the wages of unrighteousness; maintaining external obedience, while lusting in 
his heart; covetous; greedy 
 
Jude 11 - the error of Balaam 
 
Accepting the wages of unrighteousness for his services in giving the secret of how to 
get God to curse Israel; compromise 
 
Revelation 2:14 - the doctrine of Balaam 
 
Teaching Balak that if he would give his most beautiful women to the Israelite men and 
cause them to commit idolatry and adultery that God would curse Israel 
 
Seduction; Idolatry 
 


